
Dear Faculty Member,

Since Biblical times, the months and years of the Jewish calendar have been established according to cycles of the
moon and the sun. According to Torah law, the months closely follow the course of the moon, starting from its
birth each month to the next New Moon. While Jewish Holidays will always be in the same season of the year, for
example, Rosh Hashana in the Fall and Passover in the Spring, the dates of these holidays will generally coincide
with a different date each year on the Gregorian Calendar.

The Jewish calendar date begins at sundown of the night beforehand. Thus all holiday observances begin at
sundown of the night before, as listed. Jewish calendar dates conclude at nightfall.

Each Jewish Holiday is marked with its own unique observances. On 'major' Jewish Holidays, work is prohibited and
much time is spent in prayer and celebration, both in synagogue and with family and friends. On minor holidays,
work is allowed as usual, with certain customs and rituals that are observed to mark the significance of the day.

Below is a brief overview of each holiday and its significance, noting whether it is a major or minor holiday. On
major holidays, students may request absences from class and all school-related activities. Per the AZ Board of
Regents ordinance 1-110, students cannot be penalized for such absences, and faculty are required to
accommodate their religious observances. We also kindly ask that exams and significant events be scheduled on
non-holiday dates whenever possible to respect these observances.

Respectfully yours,
Rabbi Shmuel Tiechtel
Director | Chabad at ASU
Jewish Student Center 
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